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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GVBC PURPOSE 

STA TEMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glorify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Chr ist 
~unit ing as His family 
~worship ing Him with our lives 
~growing in Christ- like character 
~and serving others in  love. 

GVBC MISSION 

STA TEMEN T 
Help ing people discover Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

March 16, 2011 

Issue 5 

Dear church family, 

As we continue on through our church-wide spiritual growth 
campaign, one of the mountains we are being challenged to 
grow in is in the area of building healthy families. I really 
appreciated what Pastor Steve shared from the pulpit on 
Sunday [3/13] as he talked about the dysfunctional family 
Jacob and Esau were a part of and how God matured them 
to be able to eventually find healing and reconciliation amidst 

some poor life choices and sinful behavioral patterns. 

As I reflected on this, I thought of Nehemiah 9 in which the people of God 
united in prayer to confess their collective sin as individuals, families, and 
generations. 

This is significant because the thing all fathers have in common is, we’re all 
sinners and at times we say and do the wrong things or we fail to say and do 
the right things. As a result of this, sin marks our children to varying degrees 
and has the potential of marking future generations on down the line as well. 

And so, when we acknowledge part of who we are is shaped by the family 
we are raised in, we can confess those sins and acknowledge those patterns 
of sinful behaviors. In so doing, we’re being honest about our issues. We’re 
dealing with the barriers which get in the way of building healthy families by 
repenting of our sin and avoiding the tendency to be just like our families of 
origin and repeat their sins. 

In my own life, I really struggle with pride and anger. It comes out in the way I 
talk and the way I interact with people at times. My dad was like that. 
Growing up, I told myself I would not be like him, but it eventually started 
coming out in my relationship with Michelle. I needed to face this issue in my 
life and confess. My attitude and my actions were not right. I needed to do 
something about it. 

I’m excited to be on this journey with you all as we continue to move 
mountains by faith and build healthy families, get our finances in order, and 
reach out to the neighborhoods in which we live. It’s definitely not easy, but 
I’m so thankful to be on this path to becoming the individual and the people 
of God which He is calling us to be. 

His servant, 

Pastor Chris Koga 
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Junior Winter Camp 

4th & 5th Graders 
by Susan Wakuta 

There were twenty children and five counselors 
who had an awesome time at Forest Home from 
Friday, February 18 to Saturday, February 20. 

The Timothy experience 

The theme of our winter camp this year was “The 
Timothy Experience” where campers were 
challenged to live out their faith in boldness and 
courage as found in Joshua 1:7. 

Let it snow 

Forest Home informed us there was no snow 
and not to expect any due to the warm weather. 
But God, through His sovereignty, sent a storm 
which created so much snow the children were 
ecstatic. It was an added blessing for them to 
actually see it snowing all day on Saturday. For 
some, it was the first time they could see, touch, 
and play in actual snow. 

Building relationships with the Lord 

Thank you to our congregation for your financial 
support and prayers. Our camp experience is 
something the children remember all their life. It 
is a wonderful opportunity to build relationships 
between leaders and children, for friendships to 
develop among campers, and for God to work in 
their young lives. 

One accepted Christ 

We also rejoiced because one young camper 
accepted Christ as his personal Lord and Savior. 
Praise God for His goodness! 

Photos by Susan Wakuta & Jenny Kaya 
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We recently had our Youth Winter Camp, March 4-6 at Alpine 

Conference Center. Ninety-two (92) students and 25 leaders/staff 
were part of this amazing weekend!  Our theme was “A Faith That 

Moves Mountains,” which was intentionally parallel to the theme of 

our GVBC Spiritual Growth Campaign. Our speaker Chris Fukunaga 

not only challenged us to hear the Word of God, but provided practical 

opportunities for both students and leaders to respond to God through 

practical decisions of faith. 

 

The most important thing God taught me this weekend was (student 
responses): 

• “That when we brought our two cool things in the chapel and 

“Crit” gave up his two shirts and more people gave up their 

cool stuff.  I learned that that’s how he sacrifice in the cross.” 
(6th grade) 

• “That with God, I can move spiritual mountains. And I’m 

desperately in need of Him to help me move the mountains 

that brought me down.” (8th grade) 

• “Giving up our sacrifices for Christ. For me it’s my temptations 

and habitual sin I need to surrender.” (11th grade) 

• “That God uses our trials to shape us into stronger people and 

our growth through suffering is a tool to help others and ease 
their pain by relating. You’re never truly alone in trials; you’re 

never the only one struggling.”  (11th grade) 

• “That he is my Lord. I have had doubts about him, and this 

week I feel that he is my Savior. I have never felt closer to 

him.” (12th grade, new believer in Jesus) 

 

God is good!  Please continue to pray for the GVBC Youth Ministry. 

Youth Winter Camp 

Moving Mountains in the GVBC Youth Ministry 
By Pastor Daniel Matsuda 
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Mission Field 

Tommy Dyo, National Director Epic Movement 

In October 2010, as a selected delegate, Tommy attended the Third Lausanne 
Congress on Global Evangelization (TLCOGE) in Cape Town, South Africa. 

The TLCOGE brought together 4,200 of the world's top ministry leaders, which 
humbled Tommy. Less than 10% of the delegates came from the U.S. The majority of 
the delegates came from Africa, Latin America, and Asia. 

The major outcomes of the TLCOGE were unity and strength of the church, clarity of 
the Gospel message, and priority locations where there is a need to raise up new 
leadership. 

As Tommy attended the TLCOGE, it was apparent Asians and Asian Americans are 
gaining more momentum in global missions. He also noted there is still a long way for 
them to go. 

On Martin Luther King Jr. holiday weekend in January, 500 attended Epic 
conferences in Texas and San Francisco. Tommy made it a point to attend both. 
Several students accepted the Lord. Approximately 60 students expressed an interest 
to be interns in the upcoming academic year which would nearly double Epic's staff 
and intern team! 

Thank you for praying for Tommy's health as well as the EPIC ministry. Tommy 
reported he is doing as well as possible. He started running to get in better shape. 

"So again,” Tommy writes, “ my heartfelt THANK YOU goes out to you for the way 
you encourage me to press on to reach college students and shape the Epic 
Movement for his glory." 

Charity Water Update 
By Pastor James Chang,  

At the end of last year, we encouraged our church body to rethink 
Christmas. Instead of spending a pile of money on giving presents to our 
loved ones, give simpler, yet time-costly gifts of presence to them. Then, 
we take the money we would've spent on presents and give it to an 
organization called Charity Water. 

One hundred percent of our donations go to building wells in 
impoverished nations. Together, as one church body, we've raised $40,000 and have 
funded one larger institutional well for a school or a hospital that supports many 
villages at $20,000 and four smaller, individual village wells, each at $5,000. 

Praise God!  We're giving water, life, and hope to people who desperately need it. 
More importantly, we're changing Christmas so our Christmas season becomes good 
news about Christ's transforming presence in a broken world — a Christmas that 
changes the world again. 

Stay tuned in our worship services for updates on our wells! 
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Family News 

New baby announcement 

� Congratulations to Jeff & Marian Wada in the birth of their baby daughter, Elyse Mie who was born 

on January 2, 2011. Elyse weighed 6 lbs. 6 oz. Welcoming little Elyse home was her big brother, 
Ken, and proud grandparents, Masami & Sumiko Miyahira. 

Letters from our Family 

� Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere thanks for your donation of 
$500 [from our LOVE fund] and 2 bags of food to our emergency food pantry. 

Thank you for caring about others in your community. For over 32 years we have been able to 
extend a helping hand to less fortunate families and individuals in our Gardena community with 
emergency food assistance, bus tokens, crisis counseling and homeless assistance. 

Together we can continue in our mission to try to keep up with the increasing needs of struggling 
families and individuals in our community during these tough economic times. 

Sincerely, 

Deryl Lloyd, 
Superintendent of Recreation/Human Services/Building Maintenance 

by Lydia James 
Community Services Counselor 

Motel Ministry 

By Keith & Carol Kimura 

They come from their motel rooms fresh from their sleep to receive our simple gifts of coffee, 

juice, and donuts. Some of them are familiar to us because we’ve greeted them many times 

before. 

Friends like Lonnie and Rose and Lisa and Estella and Claudia, just to name a few. 

And then there are the new faces, ones we’ve never met before – the newly arrived 

guests to the motel who shyly step out of their rooms to be greeted by us. They are 

genuinely surprised by and thankful to these strangers who come to this place to be of 

service to them. 

But just like the long-term residents, the new guests, if they are still there when we return, 

greet us with a handshake or embrace us, saying things like “We were wondering when you were 

coming back”. 

This is what it’s like to serve in the Motel Ministry. To make new acquaintances with each visit and 

to reconnect with those we’ve come to know from previous visits.  

And then there are those special visits, like our annual summer “Matthew Party” (so named 

from our Evangelism Ministry training about Matthew who threw a party for non-Christians so 

they could meet Christ). Also, our special visits during the Christmas season to share gifts. 

This Christmas we handed out gifts made especially for them by Wendy Hirano’s community 

group. We’re so thankful for all their help. 

There are so many wonderful experiences and stories we have experienced over the years of 

serving in the Motel Ministry and the most wonderful thing is, it has served us as much as we have 

served in it. Everyone welcome to join us if you’re interested in showing God’s love by loving others in 

our community. For more info contact Keith & Carol Kimura via the church office. 

Robert 

Claudia 

Debra 

Lonnie & Rose 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
 

� Spiritual Growth Campaign Events: 

� 40-Days of Prayer: Sign ups still taking place to pray 
daily for specific requests as well as dedicate yourself to   
one (1) day of prayer. 

� Concert of Worship & Praise: Friday, April 1, 7:00 — 
8:30PM, Sanctuary or Saturday, April 2, 8:30 — 
10:00AM, Sanctuary. Worship together in song and 
scripture then pray in smaller groups. 

� 12-Hour Day of Prayer: Saturday, April 9, 7:00AM — 
7:00PM, Room 119. Commit to pray for one (1) hour as 
we pray for the needs of our people and for 
Commitment Sunday when we as a church family make 
our new pledges for the building fund “By Faith: 
Nehemiah 4.” 

� Commitment Sunday & First Fruits Offering: Sunday, 
April 10 during both worship services. 

� Just Walk Across the Room Thursdays of March 24 & 
31, 7:00PM. Learn how you can be a natural witness for 
the Lord to people you meet every day in ordinary 
circumstances. Taught by Cyril Nishimoto and Cindy 
Matsuda. Books on sale in the Courtyard after the worship 
services. Sign up at the Guest Center or call the office. 

� Early Childhood & Elementary Children’s Easter Egg 
Hunt 
Saturday, April 16, 9:30 to 11:30AM, Mas Fukai Park 
(weather permitting — at GVBC if it’s raining). More info to 
follow. Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, susan@gvbc.net 
or Linda Matsuda, ext. 683 linda@gvbc.net [Easter Egg 
Hunt in subject line]. 

� Palm Sunday April 17, services at 8:45 & 10:45AM 
� Right Hand of Fellowship Sunday, April 17 both services 
� Maundy Thursday April 21. More info to follow. 
� Good Friday Service April 22, 7:00PM 
� All-church Clean Up & Easter Decorating 

Saturday, April 23, 8:00AM. Join us to clean our campus 
and place all the beautiful flowers for our Easter services. 

� Easter Sunday Services April 24, 8:45AM & 11:00AM 
� National Day of Prayer Thursday, May 5 
� Mother’s Day Sunday, May 8 
� Baptisms Sunday, May 15 at both worship services 
� Office Closed Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 
� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Saturday, May 14, Tijuana 

� Friday, July 15 to Sunday, July 24, Bolivia (one 

week earlier this year.) 

� Saturday, Oct 1, Tijuana 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required]. Spanish is helpful, but 
not required. Contact Teresa Matsushima via the church 
office or email her at: treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� Parenting Workshop 
Saturdays of May 21, 28, and June 4, 9:30 — 11:30AM, 
Room 250. Led by Linda Matsuda, Director Early 

Childhood, ext. 683 and Susan Wakuta, Elementary 
Children’s Director, ext. 689. 

� Right Hand of Fellowship Sunday, May 22 both services 
� Prime Timer’s Tour Events 
�Saturday, June 11:  All Aboard Fillmore & Western 
Railway. Cost: $104 per person (adults), $102 (seniors 
65+). Tour requires a minimum of 25 participants. 
DEADLINE: Sunday, May 1. Scenic ride on the “movie 
train.”  Lunch served on board in the 1930s dinning car. 
Stop at a fruit stand. Departs GVBC at 9:00AM, returns 
approx. 6:00PM. 
�Monday, September 26 to Monday, October 3:  Niagara 
Falls, Toronto, Montreal, Quebec City. [NOTE: 
PASSPORT REQUIRED for travel into Canada]. $2,615 
double occupancy; single $3,165 (includes $550 single 
supplement). DEADLINE:Sunday, July 24. 
�Thursday, December 15:  Newport Harbor Christmas Boat 
Parade & Dinner. Cost $109 per person. . DEADLINE: 
Sunday, October 30. Dinner at the Five Crowns in Corona 
DelMar, evening cruise in the Newport Harbor Christmas 
Boat Parade, Rodgers Gardens’ “Christmas Fantasy.” 
Tour leaves GVBC at 1:45PM, returns approx. 10:00PM. 
***NOTE:  Prices include gratuities. You may request to 
be placed on an “Interested List” for various tours. 
This does not obligate you to go, but reserves a 
space on a particular tour. You can determine at a 
later date if you are going or ask to be removed from 
the list. It gives a count of who is interested in which 
tour.*** 
To register for any of these tours or for more info visit the 
information table in the Courtyard after the worship services 
or contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi via the church office. 

� Father’s Day Sunday, June 19 
� JCI Carnival Saturday, June 25 to Sunday, June 26 
� JEMS 2011 Mt. Hermon Special Camp for the 

Developmentally Disabled 
Male volunteers needed as camper aides for the 
week of June 26 — July 1. Founded in 1975, this 
camp provides God's love to persons with Special 
needs. For information and to sign up please call   
Bob Matsushima, Kay Ujimori or John Yano via the 
church office. 

� JEMS 2011 Mt. Hermon Family Conference 
Sunday, June 26 to Saturday, July 2. speakers are Kim Kira 
from Lighthouse Community Church and Rev. Curt Ogawa 
from Orchard Valley Christian church. Registration forms 
are on the Narthex counter. 

Greenhouse Junior High Friday Nights 

March 18 – Everyday Faith Pt. 1 

March 25 – Everyday Faith Pt. 2 

April 1 – Concert of Worship & Praise 

April 8 – Everyday Faith Pt. 3 

April 15 – Everyday Faith Pt. 4 

April 22 – Good Friday Service 

April 29 – Greenhouse Activity 

May 6 – Everyday Faith Pt. 5 

May 13 – Everyday Faith Pt. 6 

May 20 – Everyday Faith Pt. 7 

May 27 – Greenhouse Activity 
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and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 
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Issue 6 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, 

April 6. Hard copies available on Friday, April 8 in the 

Narthex. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, April 3 

The Multi-gen Choir 

Needs Your Voices for 

Easter Services 

Calling all existing and NEW Multi-gen Choir members 

All are invited to join us as we sing for our Lord during our Easter Sunday services on April 24. We will 
sing at the start of the 8:45AM & 11:00AM services. NOTE: We especially need children (1st through 5th 

grades), youth, college age, and young adult singers to join the adults. 

The children & youth will join us to sing then they will go to their usual Sunday school classrooms 
immediately after singing. 

Rehearsals are every Sunday until Easter in the Sanctuary between the worship services from     

10:10 — 10:40AM. 

No need to sign up, just come to rehearsal and pick up your music sheets and CD. We prefer you attend 
all the rehearsals, however, if you can’t, you can practice on your own at home. But, everyone MUST 
attend the Sundays of April 3, 10, & 17 in order to prepare for Easter Sunday. 

Contact: Wendy Katagi, Multi-gen Choir Director via the church office 
Patty Yanaga, Adult Choir Director via the church office 
Susie Shelley, ext. 673, email: susie@gvbc.net [Easter Choir in subject line] 

Food Pantry Collection 

We are collecting for the City of Gardena 
food pantry from March through April. 
Please put your donations in the large, 

brown boxes in the Narthex. A list of items needed is 
on the Narthex counter. 

Please check all expiration dates on food items. 

SAVE THE DATE 

for 
Daniel Matsuda’s Ordination 

Ceremony & Reception 
Sunday, May 1 

3:00 — 5:00 PM 
Community Hall 

 



Steve Langley, Senior Pastor, ext. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assistant Pastor —  

Leadership Development, ext. 680  

James Chang, Assistant Pastor — Worship, ext. 682 

Chris Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ext. 685 (pt)  

Daniel Matsuda, Assistant Pastor — Youth, ext. 681 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary Children’s Director, ext. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Director Early Childhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior High, ext 684 (pt) 

Paul Matsushima, Pastoral Intern-Neighborhood, ext.695(pt) 

J.J. Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Office Manager, ext. 672 

Rei Abe, Nichigo Secretary, ext. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assistant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani, Secretary, ext. 671 

Aubrey Matsunami, Christian Educ. Secretary, ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor ext. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashita, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Gerald Mayewaki, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kyle York, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

 
 
 
 

 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 

 
Sermon Series: By Faith Go Move a Mountain 

 
Sunday, March 27 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ The Mountain of Finances 
 

Sunday, April 3/Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Praying for Our Faith 

 
Sunday, April 10 

Both services in the Community Hall 
Celebration, Commitment Sunday/First Fruits Offering 

 
Sunday, April 17 

Palm Sunday 
 
 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 


